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MOVE YOU

Case Study: Corsica
Brief:
Our client was emphatic: they wanted an awe
inspiring European cycling experience for their
employees and clients, but time was tight. We
thought hard: where do you get Tour de France
climbs, switchback descents, quiet roads, big
scenery, the sea, sunshine and sensational food in
a small package? En Corse, of course.

back-up vehicle, a mechanic and the right number
of guides, we were able to provide something in the
route for everyone – from climbing Col de Vergio,
the highest col on the island, to picnic lunches in
spectacular locations. Food takes on new meanings
when you have ridden a bicycle all day, and the
cuisine in Corsica is superb: each evening, we
booked the best restaurants.

The response:

Ernest Hemingway said: ‘It is by riding a bicycle that
you learn the contours of a country best, since you
have to sweat up the hills and coast down them.’
We believe it is the same with people: it is by riding
a bicycle beside someone all day, up the hills and
down to the coast, that you learn the contours of
their character. A perfectly executed day in the
saddle creates bonds that last.

Corsica, France’s ‘L’île de Beaute’ is a Nirvana for
cyclists. There are glorious roads winding down to
turquoise coves; medieval towns almost untouched
by the 20th century; chestnut groves, pine forests
and canyons; challenging climbs and sweeping
descents on well-paved tarmac; limestone hills and
golden, sandy beaches along a staggeringly lovely
coastline.
We designed a bespoke, circular route that took in
the best roads on the island, ensuring, wherever
possible, that we hit them at the right time of day.
We knew the group would vary in fitness: with a

Thanks to all for such a
memorable tour of Corsica,
one to remember!
Phil Ballard
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It just gets better and
better... I am finding it
hard to explain to people
the magnitude of what we
achieved and experienced.
Tim Paton
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Itinerary: 5 days/6 nights
Day One

Fly to Nice and overnight in Nice.

Day Two

Fly from Bastia – Nice
Stage 1: Arrive and transfer to the north of Bastia; ride from Erbalunga to Lucciano 103km / 1975m
We pedalled north along the maquis-covered eastern coast of Cap Corse, past a
series of picturesque fishing ports before heading inland and up and over the spine
of mountains.

Day Three

Stage 2: Lucciana – Porto: 145km / 2745m
We headed west and towards the peaks of the central spine of Corsica and through
the spectacular mountain landscape with its deep rock gorges, sleepy fortified
villages, granite cliffs and alpine pine forests. We then rode the highest col on the
island, the Col Vergio at 1,480m before the 30km descent down to the town of
Porto, with the Mediterranean gleaming in the distance.

Day Four

Stage 3: Porto – Calvi; 76km / 1500m
Riding part of the stunning 100th Tour de France, we rode up the north-west coast
crossing three cols. Riding the Col de la Croix, Col de Palmarella before the descent
into the Fango Valley, another lovely area of undisturbed and arresting, natural
scenery. The final climb of the day to Col de Marsolino reveals our destination, the
fashionable port of Calvi with its lofty citadel perched above the sea.

Day Five

Stage 4: Calvi to Bastia; 91km / 1500m
The final day of cycling followed the north coast from Calvi across the rocky maquis
hinterland. The views of the mountains on our right, and over expanses of dazzling
white sand to the shining sea, on the left is the perfect place for lunch before going
on and over the final few climbs of the our Corsican adventure.

Day Six

Return to the UK
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Destination Corsica
Jutting out of the Mediterranean like an impregnable fortress, Corsica resembles a miniature continent,
with astounding geographical diversity. Travelling around the island you will watch the landscape morph
from glittering bays, glitzy coastal cities and fabulous beaches to sawtooth peaks, breathtaking valleys,
dense forests and enigmatic hilltop villages. Though Corsica has officially been part of France for more
than 200 years, it feels different from the mainland in everything from customs and cuisine to language
and character, and that’s part of its appeal. The evenings are filled with fantastic food, gorgeous wine and
melodious Corsican music. Cycling Corsica will ensure you experience every part of what this wonderful
island has to offer.

My thanks to all for such
a wonderful experience
– amazing scenery, great
banter and brilliant
support and organisation
all the way.
Steve Foster
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What’s included:
We can include any of the following
elements on your trip:
• Transfers for passengers and luggage
• Transportation of bikes from the UK
to Corsica
• Bike Hire
• Meals throughout tour (FB)
• Sports nutrition and snacks
• Support Vehicle with a mechanic
• Maps and GPX files
• Professional Tour Guide(s)
• 24 hour support

Highlights:
• The famous Corsican landscapes
• A tailor-made route
• Sea swimming
• Riding part of the 100th Tour de
France route
• Excellent cuisine
• Quiet roads
• Magnificent views

Corsica was amazing and will
remain in the memory for a
very long time to come.
Tim Boylan
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