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Brief:
Our client, a global financial institution, wanted a 
special day out for a select group of their clients. 
They wanted a bespoke route through beautiful 
countryside, knowledgeable guides, a mechanic, a 
relaxed country house hotel with excellent personal 
service and a first-class dinner. They wanted the 
organisation of the whole event to be immaculate, 
but discreet.

The response:
Several British locations could have worked – the 
Cotswolds, the New Forest, the North Yorkshire 
moors, the Forest of Bowland – but we settled 
on the Brecon Beacons National Park, an area of 
heather-clad hills, breathtaking scenery and tough 
climbs. 

Rob Penn, who lives in the National Park and knows 
the roads intimately, devised the route: it made best 
use of the terrain and included Hay-on-Wye, Gospel 
Pass (at 546m, the highest road pass in Wales) and 
the famous climb up ‘Tumble Mountain’, which 
has featured in the Tour of Britain and numerous 
national road racing championships.

It could not have worked better. It really was 
an excellent event. The hotel and mechanical 
support were all excellent.

Steve Wirth
Visit www.bikecation.co.uk or call us on 01435 884 368
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We chose the Gliffaes Hotel, a delightful Italianate 
villa set in lovely gardens, overlooking the Usk River. 
The hotel is family run, has the feel of a private 
country house and maintains an excellent kitchen. 
The clients arrived for dinner. In the morning, our 
mechanic checked over the bikes while the clients 
ate breakfast. The ride, lead by Rob Penn and Darren 
Carpenter, an ex-Team GB rider and now a talent-
spotter for British Cycling, followed a section of quiet 
A-road, where we were able to ride as a group, and 
lanes. Darren was at hand to gently give advice on 
climbing and descending skills. The mechanic was 
always nearby, to fix derailleur niggles and change 
punctures. There was one stop for coffee. The back-
up van was full of tasty snacks and energy drinks.

Back at the hotel, the clients showered, ate tea (an 
institution at the hotel), and departed in time to get 
home on Friday evening, the beginning of the long 
bank holiday weekend.

Gliffaes Hotel



Rob and Carpy chatted to everyone 
all day. They have an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of every aspect of 
cycling and will talk about their 
favourite climbs, nutrition for 
sportives, bikes or any topic which 
is of interest. The two of them 
could not have been more engaged 
or better company. All of our clients 
said it was a cracking event.

Stephen Paine,
 Global Head of Infrastructure, 

UBS Investment Bank



Visit www.bikecation.co.uk or call us on 01435 884 368

Rob Penn has ridden a bicycle most days of his adult life, in over 40 countries 
on five continents. In his late 20s, he gave up a career as a City lawyer to cycle 
round the world. As well as working for Bikecation, Rob is a journalist and author 
of the bestselling book, It’s All About the Bike: the Pursuit of Happiness on Two 
Wheels which has been translated into ten languages. It was made into a BBC 
documentary, Ride of My Life. 

He is currently starring opposite Andrew Flintoff on Sky 1 called Lord of the Fries 
and is due to release his new book The Man Who Made Things out of Trees.

Many of our tours have been personally researched and put together by Rob, 
including the route for this bespoke corporate ride.

Itinerary: 2 days/1 night

What is included in the price:

Arrive at the picturesque Gliffaes Country Hotel in the late afternoon/evening. A 
three course dinner has been arranged at the hotel with a quick talk from Rob and 
the team about the ride.

After breakfast the ride will set off at 09:00 am and take in some of the best roads 
around Abergavenny and the Black Mountains. The route will be customised to 
the preferences of the client and will include a fantastic climb to remember with 
beautiful scenic Welsh countryside. 

The ride will finish around 14:30 and lunch will be served at the hotel at 15:00. 
Rooms will be available after the ride to prepare for lunch. 

Depart after 17:00 allowing plenty of time to return back to London.

Day One

Day Two

• All Route planning and ride recce

• Dinner, B&B

• 2 professional guides on the day – including Rob Penn 

• 1 x mechanic support vehicle

• Accommodation based at the Gliffaes Country House Hotel, Crickhowell, 
Powys, NP8 1RH on a single occupancy basis

• 2 x rooms for after the ride

who is rob penn?
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Steve Wirth

Rob very kindly squeezed in an 
extra turn round the block for 
anyone who was at the hotel early 
on Thursday which was terrific. 
He and Carpy did a fantastic job 
chaperoning us all on Friday. They 
have a low key manner but take a 
real interest in every rider.
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